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WALKLEY AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM, MR JOE SPAGNOLO 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [12.53 pm]:  The Walkley awards for excellence in journalism are an institution in 
their forty-seventh year.  The awards were established by the founder of Ampol Petroleum Ltd, Sir William 
Gaston Walkley. 
This year the awards, which cover 30 categories, received an estimated 1 000 entries, each entrant seeking to be 
recognised at the pinnacle of Australian journalistic achievement.  To be nominated is one thing - I have just 
stated that there were 1 000 nominations this year - but to be a finalist is an outstanding effort.  One of my 
constituents, Mr Joe Spagnolo, who is a senior journalist at the South Western Times, is one such finalist.  He has 
been nominated in the all-media category for coverage of suburban and rural affairs.  Mr Spagnolo is one of four 
finalists in this section, which, as the name suggests, covers all areas of suburban and rural newspapers across 
Australia.  Mr Spagnolo’s nomination is for a series of articles that were published in August 2001 about the 
1980 disappearance of 12-year-old Collie girl Lisa Mott.  In these articles - of which I have copies that I will 
make available to members for the remainder of this day’s sitting - Mr Spagnolo was able to draw new witnesses 
into the investigation.  This new evidence links multiple killer David Birnie to Lisa’s disappearance.  The quality 
of Mr Spagnolo’s investigative journalism has been recognised by his peers.  The people of Bunbury and the 
south west are lucky to have a journalist of Mr Spagnolo’s quality working and living in their area.  On behalf of 
the people of Bunbury and the south west it would not be out of order for me to congratulate Mr Spagnolo on his 
remarkable achievements to date.  I wish Mr Spagnolo all the best on 28 November when the finalists will gather 
in Sydney to be recognised by their peers. 
 


